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UM AMERICORPS MEMBER EARNS AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
MISSOULA, M ont.~
Laura Garber, a senior majoring in education at The University of Montana-Missoula, was 
awarded the 1998 AmeriCorps Award of Excellence during a May 30 ceremony at the State Capitol 
Building in Helena.
Garber, the daughter of Richard and Mary Garber of De Pere, W is., was rewarded for her 
active role in several AmeriCorps service projects. She took a portion of the AIDS quilt to 
Missoula’s Hellgate High School and led students in a discussion of the disease. She also 
coordinated UM ’s America Reads tutoring program, recruiting university students and placing them 
in area elementary and middle schools. In addition, she was volunteer coordinator of the Associated 
Students of UM Community Garden, whose proceeds are donated to the Food Bank of Missoula.
For her achievements she also was one of 15 AmeriCorps members across the nation named a 
finalist for the Howard R. Swearer Student Humanitarian Award.
Garber received the 1998 Award of Excellence during a graduation ceremony for 21 
AmeriCorps members, who successfully completed 900-hour terms of service. These students 
tutored in area schools, assisted disabled adults in Missoula, coordinated structured out-of-school 
activities for youth in Kalispell and Dillon, advocated for welfare recipients and children in Great 
Falls’ foster care system and helped with numerous other projects to address unmet needs in
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Montana communities.
AmeriCorps members receive either a living allowance or work study during their terms of 
service. Upon graduation, they received a $2,362 education award for college tuition. For more 
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